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"SPLENDID . . . Eminently sane and patient . . . Essential reading for Jews, Christians, and Muslims

alike."--The Washington PostVenerated for millennia by three faiths, torn by irreconcilable conflict,

conquered, rebuilt, and mourned for again and again, Jerusalem is a sacred city whose very

sacredness has engendered terrible tragedy. In this fascinating volume, Karen Armstrong, author of

the highly praised A History of God, traces the history of how Jews, Christians, and Muslims have all

laid claim to Jerusalem as their holy place, and how three radically different concepts of holiness

have shaped and scarred the city for thousands of years.Armstrong unfolds a complex story of

spiritual upheaval and political transformation--from King David's capital to an administrative outpost

of the Roman Empire, from the cosmopolitan city sanctified by Christ to the spiritual center

conquered and glorified by Muslims, from the gleaming prize of European Crusaders to the

bullet-ridden symbol of the present-day Arab-Israeli conflict. Written with grace and clarity, the

product of years of meticulous research, Jerusalem combines the pageant of history with the

profundity of searching spiritual analysis. Like Karen Armstrong's A History of God, Jerusalem is a

book for the ages."THE BEST SERIOUS, ACCESSIBLE HISTORY OF THE MOST SPIRITUALLY

IMPORTANT CITY IN THE WORLD."--The Baltimore Sun"A WORK OF IMPRESSIVE SWEEP AND

GRANDEUR."--Los Angeles Times Book Review
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The city of Jerusalem stands as a religious crossroads unlike any place in history. As such, it

possesses a volatile chemistry that--as we are made painfully through news reports and



television--explodes on a regular basis. Karen Armstrong, a former Roman Catholic nun who

teaches Judaism and is an honorary member of the Association of Muslim Social Services, has

compiled a thorough narrative of the city's fascinating 3,000-year history. Though she emphasizes

the city's religious turning points, she recounts battles, earthquakes and various other events, such

as invasions by the Romans and the Crusaders, just a millennium apart, that nearly wiped out the

city. Her comprehensive explanations provide a context to the current strife in Israel. --This text

refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

British religious scholar Armstrong (A History of God) has written a provocative, splendid historical

portrait of Jerusalem that will reward those seeking to fathom a strife-torn city. Her overarching

theme, that Jerusalem has been central to the experience and "sacred geography" of Jews,

Muslims and Christians and thus has led to deadly struggles for dominance, is a familiar one, yet

she brings to her sweeping, profusely illustrated narrative a grasp of sociopolitical conditions seldom

found in other books. Armstrong spares none of the three monotheisms in her critique of intolerant

policies as she ponders the supreme irony that the Holy City, revered by the faithful as symbol and

site of harmony and integration, has been a contentious place where the faiths have fought

constantly, not only with one another but within themselves, in bitter factions. Her condemnation of

Israel's 1967 annexation of the Old City and East Jerusalem in the Six-Day War ("It was impossible

for Israelis to see the matter objectively, since at the [Western Wall] they had encountered the

Jewish soul"), however, pushes too far her theme of sacred geography as the physical embodiment

of motivating myths and legends.-- they had encountered the Jewish soul"), however, pushes too far

her theme of sacred geography as the physical embodiment of motivating myths and legends.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable

edition of this title.

As usual, a very well written book by Ms. Armstrong. She don't Ines to be in my opinion the leading

most Balanced western writer on Islam. I am a great fan of hers.

I've read a few books in the area of Biblical Studies now and I've always enjoyed Karen Armstrong's

work. She's always clear, concise and easy for the "layperson" to understand. Very useful when

teaching.

Great history lesson.



Well written history of Jerusalem. This author writes in a style that makes a complicated history

more easily understood than other books I have read on this subject.

Haven't quite finished the book but so far I am enjoying it and have learned a lot.Don't hesitate to

get any book of Karen Armstrong. She is fair and balanced and very knowledgeable.

A must read for any and all interests. It starts from day ! through the 20th century. Very clearly

depicts the various culture conflicts from origin to today. Extremely insightful, graphicaly writen.

Great book

Excellent history althogh I have not completed
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